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Pres Says: I am obligated to “costume up” as Blimpy, of Blimpy and Miss Rachel, for 

the grand girls tomorrow. Vicki and I have donned costumes as grandparents for many 
years. Clowns, famous sports figures, entertainers (think Travis Kelsey and Taylor Swift), 
Barbie and Ken, skeletons, and whatever Vicki and the grand girls decide. I can only 
imagine what the rest of you look like in costume. The Loess Hills tour in October was 

informative and enjoyable, particularly because Jack let me ride along as shotgun. Marty, Mary Lou, 
Jack, and I got to know prospective new members Scott and Renea Steffens from Atlantic, Iowa. Both 
are very active with VTCI and joined us for the tour after running into Marty in Fort Worth, with a follow-
up meeting at Bob Young’s BBQ. 
Check the rest of this newsletter for this month’s events, including meetings and the Friendsgiving 
dinner at Firethorn, courtesy of Jim and Jeff, to finish out the year. Please contact any officer if you are 
interested in an office for 2026. 
Lately, I hear discussions about groups “greying out” as memberships age. My feeling is, don’t worry 
about it. Have fun with what you enjoy. Driving, working on a Thunderbird, and socializing with others 
who share that interest are great pastimes. 
Rob 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 2025, Volume 48 #11 

Dedicated to the 55, 56, & 57 Thunderbird 

Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club 

Chapter 65, Classic Thunderbird Club International 

Next Event 
Friendsgiving Dinner 
November 22, 2025 

Firethron Golf Course 
Lincoln, NE 

6:00 PM 

2025/26 Meeting Dates: 
Lincoln – November 22 
Omaha – December 18 

Waverly – March 19 
 

Next Business Meeting  
December 18, 2025 
Coffee Kettle Café 

9905 Sapp Bros. Drive 
Omaha, NE 6:00 PM 
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Minutes of the Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club October 2025  
President Rob Kinsey opened the meeting at 6:03 PM. No guests were present. In attendance were Rob and Vicki Kinsey, Marty and 
Mary Lou Bierman, Jeff Brown, and Jack Sanford.  
Minutes: The September Club minutes displayed in the October Newsletter were approved with a motion from Mary Lou and a 
second from Marty. The motion carried.  
Treasurer: Jeff brown gave the treasurer’s report. A motion to approve was made by Vicki and seconded by Jack. The motion 
carried. 
Old Business: Jack gave a short overview of the upcoming Loess Tour. Only three people have signed up for the tour.  
Marty added the following from the combined CTCI & VTCI convention: Overall, it was a successful endeavor. The two organizations 
will probably continue to comingle in the future. Three hundred and thirty-five attendees. A total of 109 cars were on display. Sixty-
seven were from the CTCI side and forty-two from the VTCI club. It was noted that many members belong to both clubs. The 
Convention was well organized, with great tours. One of the highlights was a tour of the Minter Garage. Seventy-five cars 
participated in lapping the Speedway Track. Only a couple of the vehicles exceeded the 70 MPH lap speed and attempted to 
maintain their position on the track’s banking, which requires a greater speed.  
Marty met Rick Ekwall at the convention. Rick lives in Omaha and is a member of the CTCI Club but doesn’t have a Thunderbird or 
belong to a local club. They also met a couple from Atlantic, IA., Scott and Renea Steffens. Both parties are potential candidates to 
join our club. Flagstaff, AZ, will host the next convention.  
Marty, Mary Lou, and Jack attended Bob Young’s meeting and BBQ. About 20-25 people participated in the meeting. The food was 
great, the meeting was short, and Scott and Renea were present. There was a variety of T-Birds, plus Bob’s own collection, which 
changes quite often. Diane Young’s hosting is always great. 
New Business: The nominations for club officers are now open. During the Friendsgiving dinner, we will close the nominations, have 
the election, and install the 2026 Club Officers. To date, we have Marty running for President, Rob for Vice President, and Jeff 
Brown for Treasurer. The secretary’s position is open, as well as all the other offices, if there is a desire to run for an office. Serving 
in an officer position is a great way to get to know club members and to voice your opinion on club matters.  
Brags: None       
A motion by Mary Lou and a second by Vicki to close the meeting was made and approved. Meeting closed at 6:45 PM.  
Respectfully submitted by Jack E. Sanford, Acting Secretary. 
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TECH TALK 
By Martin Bierman 

                     
“What should I do to prepare my T-Bird for winter storage?” 

Question - A T-Bird member wants to know what to do to prepare his T-Bird for winter 
storage. 
Answer - Our T-Birds are going into winter storage for at least 5 months, depending on 
how early spring comes. The following are some tips to prevent any problems over the 
winter months and to ensure a trouble-free start-up in the spring. 
· Wash and wax the car; clean the interior and be sure no food is left inside. 
· Change the oil and oil filter. 

· Charge the battery. Disconnect the battery and use a trickle charger to maintain the charge or check its 
charge monthly. If you have unheated storage, bring the battery inside. 
· Inflate the tires about 5 psi above the recommended psi since tires lose about this amount in storage. It is not 
necessary to put the car on jack stands since the storage time is not that long. If it is stored for an extended 
period, such as several years, then use jack stands to take the pressure off the suspension and avoid flat spots 
on the tires. 
· Fill the gas tank with fresh non-ethanol gasoline if available. Add a gas stabilizer such as Stabil to the fuel 
and run the engine to fill the carburetor with treated gas. T-Bird gas tanks are vented so condensation can form 
in the tank with changing temperatures. A full tank will minimize this. Heated storage will help avoid this as 
well. 
· Check all fluid levels and adjust them as needed. Check the anti-freeze freezing point if using unheated 
storage. 
· Cover the car with a breathable car cover. 
· Inspect your storage area for rodent entry points and correct. Use your favorite rodent-prevention items, such 
as traps, bait, dryer sheets, etc. 
· Finally, check on your car at least monthly or after severe storms. Drive it for 15-20 minutes if the weather 
and roads permit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         Unheated Garage 
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Member News
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Comments on the State of the Classic Car Hobby 

At the recent joint CTCI/VTCI convention, I heard two speakers on the state of the classic car 

hobby. One commented on the “greying of the hobby”. This refers to the increasing age of the 

various mechanics, tradesmen, and knowledgeable individuals who provide services in the hobby. 

These individuals are leaving the hobby due to retirement and death. As a consequence, more of 

these services will be provided on a centralized basis. No longer will one be able to take a 

carburetor to a local shop for repair. It will likely need to be sent to a business specializing in this 

repair. I would say that this is already the situation with Classic T-Bird carburetors. Another effect 

of this “greying” is the closing of vendors that support the hobby and the consolidation of those that 

remain. This year, three owners of T-Bird parts businesses have died. Fortunately, their businesses 

are still functioning. 

Another side effect of this “greying” of the hobby is the number of cars that are entering the market 

due to the advanced age or death of the owners. Classic T-birds are an example of this. Social 

media is replete with stories of cars being sold when owners can no longer care for them or sold at 

an estate sale at their death. The “boomer” generation is famous for collecting stuff, and the 

younger generations are not interested in their stuff. One speaker commented that his children are 

not interested in his cars, and the executor of his estate will be instructed in the will to contact the 

website of a well-known auction company. The number of driver-quality T-Birds entering the 

market, combined with less demand, means that the price of these cars will fall. Again, social 

media indicates that this is happening. 

What then is the individual Classic T-Bird owner to do? Owners should prepare to use central 

services for parts restoration. They should continue to educate themselves on repair and 

maintenance issues and plan to do more of the work themselves rather than rely on dwindling local 

services. With the exception of certain rare models, Classic T-Birds are not the best investment. 

However, one cannot drive a stock portfolio on a sunny day and feel the wind in your hair with the 

top down. So, what should one do about the changing market value? I think the answer is simple: 

drive the car and enjoy the ride.     Martin Bierman 

Remember when gas stations had mechanical 

bays; now they are convenience stores. 
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Loess Hills Tour 
In most of our planned tours, the weather is a factor. Not this time. It was a perfect day, cool enough that the 
cars didn’t overheat, but warm enough that you didn’t need your heater. Traffic was light, and the roads were 
mostly smooth. The day did have some mishaps; Rod’s car wouldn’t start at first, but by the time it was 
running, it was too risky to trust (according to Vicki). Jeff Brown had an unexpected family obligation. That left 
only Marty, Mary Lou, and Jack; however, Jack received a phone call from Scott Steffens asking whether it was 
okay to join the tour, even though they were not members of the Nebraskaland Club. The answer was obvious 
and led to a tour of three cars.   
Each car was given a route map and an explanation of how the Loess Hills were formed. At a couple of 
highway cuts, we were able to see the different layers of Loess sediment. A copy of the Loess Hills explanation 
follows this page.     
The driving tour took two hours, and the final stop at Doozies capped off the day with ice cream, hamburgers, 
and banana splits.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott, Renea, Marty, Mary Lou, Rob 
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A loess is a periglacial or aeolian (windborne) sediment, defined as an accumulation of 20% or less of clay with a 
balance of roughly equal parts sand and silt (with a typical grain size from 20 to 50 micrometers),[3][4] often loosely 
cemented by calcium carbonate. Usually, they are homogeneous and highly porous and have vertical capillaries that 
permit the sediment to fracture and form vertical bluffs. 

Properties 

Loess near Hunyuan, Datong, Shanxi, 

China Loess from the Rhine lowlands 

near Mannheim with calcareous concretions 

Loesses 

are homogeneous, porous, friable, pale yellow or buff, slightly coherent, typically non-
stratified, and often calcareous. Loess grains are angular, with little polishing or rounding, and composed 
of quartz, feldspar, mica, or other mineral crystals. Loess has been described as a rich, dust-like soil.[5] 

Loess deposits may become very thick, at more than a hundred meters in areas of Northwestern China and tens of 
meters in parts of the Midwestern United States. Loesses generally occur as blanket deposits that cover hundreds 
of square kilometers. The deposits are often tens of meters thick. Loesses often have steep or vertical 
faces.[6] Because the grains are angular, loess will often stand in banks for many years without slumping. This type 
of soil has "vertical cleavage", and thus, it can be easily excavated to form cave dwellings, which is a popular 
method of making human habitations in some parts of China. However, Loesses can readily erode. 

In several areas of the world, loess ridges have formed that have been aligned with the prevailing winds during the 
last glacial maximum; these are called "paha ridges" in America and "greda ridges" in Europe. The formation of 
these loess dunes has been explained as a combination of wind and tundra conditions. 

North America 

United States 

Map showing the distribution of loess in the United States[43] 

The Loess Hills of Iowa owe their fertility to the prairie topsoils built by 
10,000 years of post-glacial accumulation of organic-rich humus as a 
consequence of a persistent grassland biome. When the valuable A-
horizon topsoil is eroded or degraded, the underlying loess soil is infertile 
and requires the addition of fertilizer to support agriculture. 

The loess along the Mississippi River near Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
consists of three layers. The Peoria Loess, Sicily Island Loess, 
and Crowley's Ridge Loess accumulated at different periods during 
the Pleistocene. Ancient soils, called paleosols, have developed on the 
top of the Sicily Island Loess and Crowley's Ridge Loess. The lowermost 
loess, the Crowley's Ridge Loess, accumulated during the late Illinoian 
Stage. The middle loess, Sicily Island Loess, accumulated during the 
early Wisconsin Stage. The uppermost loess, the Peoria Loess, in which 
the modern soil has developed, accumulated during the late Wisconsin 
Stage. Animal remains include terrestrial gastropods and mastodons.[44] 
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2025/26 Calendar of Events 
                          November 22 – Friendsgiving Dinner – Firethorn – Lincoln, NE – Appetizers – 6 pm– Buffet 6:45/7:00  

             December 18 – Business Meeting – 6:00 PM – Coffee Kettle Café, 9905 Sapp Bros. Dr., Omaha, NE   

           March 8 – 51st Annual Rocky Mountain Manginelli Swap Meet – Sandhills Global Event Center - Lincoln  
                                             (same location, new name – 4100 North 84th Street)  
              March 19 – Business Meeting – 6:00 PM – Track Side Bar & Grill – 13901 Guildford 7, Waverly, NE 
             .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please use the attached form to submit your dues. The dues are still only $15 per year, probably the best deal in town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Established in 1975, the Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club is dedicated to preserving and enjoying one of the greatest 

cars ever created: the Ford Thunderbird. 

Advantages of club membership include: 

• Regular driving events and monthly meetings every third Thursday  

• Social functions such as picnics, shows, and the annual Christmas/Friendsgiving party 

• Members with restoration and repair experience 

• Assistance with parts acquisition and location 

• CTCI master judge to assist with authenticity issues 

• Monthly newsletter with a calendar of events and tech articles 

• Club participation in car shows and parades 

 
 

2026 Membership dues - $15.00 
 
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________________State_______Zip________________ 
 
Phone Numbers: Home____________________Cell____________________Work_____________ 
 
Email(s)_________________________________________________________________________ 
Please send this form and check for membership dues payable to Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club care of Jeff Brown, 
Treasure, 7225 South 103 Street, LaVista, NE 68128 
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NEBRASKALAND  
THUNDERBIRD CLUB  

2025 FRIENDSGIVING DINNER PARTY 
This year’s annual Friendsgiving Dinner Party is being held on Saturday, November 22, 2025, at Lincoln’s Firethorn Gold 
Course, 9301 Firethorn Lane. This will be the third time Jeff Hoffman and Jim Lantz have hosted us at the Firethorn Golf 
Course in recent years. We appreciate their participation and generosity.    
A buffet meal will be the format this year, with the following menu: 
Appetizers: Mexican layer dip 
                      Pretzel bites 
Salad:           Caesar Salad 
Entrees:       Beef tenderloin with mushroom sauce 
                      Chicken marsala 
Sides:           Green beans 
                      Whipped potatoes 
                      Dinner rolls 
Dessert:       Caramel brownies  
 
Jeff and Jim have offered to add a fruit/veggie appetizer, as well as beer/wine.  
Appetizers at 6:00 PM, buffet 6:45/7:00 PM 
 
This year, The Club is paying $15.00 for each meal. Your cost per meal is $28.75. This includes tax and gratuity. This is all we ask of 
you: Checks should be made out to Jeff Hoffman and either brought to the dinner or mailed in advance to 24574 265 th Street, 
New Providence, IA 50206. 
Either way, reservations must be made by November 8th, including the name(s) and the number of buffet meals. Reservations can 
be made by mailing Jeff at the address above, emailing jimljeffh@gmail.com, or texting 402-499-6063. 

THE RESERVATION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025. 
 
Our Friendsgiving Dinner has replaced the traditional Christmas Dinner for the last three years. One of the traditions that carried 
over to the Friendsgiving Dinner was the giving of gift cards in amounts of $10 to $25 to the Nebraska Children's Home. 
Christmas gift cards are the children's home's preferred method of giving. We will collect gift cards at dinner. Thanks.    
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Member Birthdays 

November 

Quentin Moeller - 2 

Dick Heinke - 10 

Nancy Schlessinger -26 

If you want to be recognized, 

please send your birthdate to 

jesanford@cox.net.  

 

Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club 

President                Rob Kinsey         - 402-434-9053  

Vice President       Martin Bierman - 402-289-4516 

Treasurer               Jeff Brown             - 402-572-1995 

Secretary                

CTCI Rep                 Martin Bierman   - 402-289-4516 

Newsletter             Jack Sanford         - 402-392-1350 

Historian                Bob McGowan      - 402-334-2593 

Social Media          John La Duke        - 701-330-7908 

Sponsor                  Lee Sapp Ford       - 402-944-3367 

 “ThunderWords” is the official publication of the  

  Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club. Chapter 65 of Classic  

  Thunderbird Club International. Annual dues are $15, 

  Payable to Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club, care of Jeff 

  Brown, Treasurer, 7225 S. 103rd Street, LaVista, NE  

  68128.                          

Thanksgiving 
The first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621. It 
included 50 Pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag 
Indians, with only five women present. Turkey 
wasn’t on the menu. Venison, duck, goose, 
oysters, lobster, eel, and fish were served with 
pumpkins and cranberries (not pumpkin pie or 
cranberry sauce!)  

Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a 
national holiday on October 3, 1863, to be 
celebrated on the last Thursday of November. 

In 1941, Congress passed a law officially 
designating the fourth Thursday in November 
starting in 1942. This accounts for all years, as 
the fourth Thursday will always fall on or before 
the last Thursday.        

TIP OF THE MONTH 
It is that time of year when driving skills must 

be adapted to the weather and other drivers.  

The weather can be very unpredictable, as can 

the experience of other drivers on the road.  

Check weather forecasts for the conditions you 

might encounter while behind the wheel. As for 

determining what that other driver might do to 

counter the weather conditions, it is anyone’s 

guess. This is when keeping a safe distance 

between them and you is critical. You have two 

types of drivers that are equally dangerous: the 

speedster and the slowpoke. Self-control is the 

best solution. Watch for brake lights ahead of 

your position and check your mirrors for fast 

vehicles approaching from the rear.      

 

Which turkey do you prefer? 

       Happy Thanksgiving! 
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