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Thunder Words 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prez Says: Our joint meeting with the Hawkeye Classic Thunderbird Club at Scott and 

Renea Steffens’ homestead October 4 was a great way to start the fall season. Scott displayed 
five of his Thunderbirds and told us more were stored in some of his garages.  Renea served 
members a delightful luncheon complete with dessert. Thank you Scott and Renea for being 
such gracious hosts. Be sure to plan on attending the November Friendsgiving dinner and details 
are in this newsletter. At the December meeting we will vote on the amended club bylaws. These 
are published in the October and this newsletter. Please review them and provide comments or 

questions before the final vote.   

 Martin Bierman, President 

 

 
Most Americans will still need to change their clocks 

 this fall. Daylight saving time is scheduled to end on 

 Sunday, Nov. 1, 2026, when clocks across most of 

 the United States are set back one hour and the  

country returns to standard time. It is the earliest 

 possible date that the annual time change can occur. 
 

 

 

 

 

    
        

        

 

 

November 2026, Volume 49 #11 

Dedicated to the 55, 56, & 57 Thunderbird 

Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club 

Chapter 65, Classic Thunderbird Club International 

Friendsgiving Dinner 
November 21, 2026 

6:00 PM 
Sean O’Casey’s 

2523 So. 140th Street 
Omaha, NE 68144  

2026 Meeting Dates: 
Waverly – March – May – July – Sept. – Dec.  
                        19          21       16        17        17 
Omaha –    April   -  June  -  Aug. -  Oct.   
                        16          18        20        15 
November Friendsgiving – November 21 
 
 
 

Next  
Business Meeting 

December 17, 2026 
6:00 PM 

Waverly NE 
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Minutes of the Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club, October 2026  
 
Secretary’s report: President Bierman called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. with 12 
members in attendance.  
Minutes - The minutes of September’s meeting were approved with motion by John 
La Duke and second by Jeff Brown.  
Treasurer’s Report- Jeff Brown reported the checking account balance and two bills 
for the web site were submitted and paid. Two members’ dues checks were submitted. 
He will also pay the ENWICC dues. Christmas food banks donations were discussed 
and $250 will be paid to three area food banks at Christmas.  

Old Business- Jack Sanford reported on the October 4 joint event with the Hawkeye Classic 
Thunderbird Club at the Steffens home. He thanked Scott and Renae for being gracious hosts. The 
Friendsgiving dinner November 21 at Sean O’Casey’s Pub will feature a slide show of our past year’s 
events. The club will provide the appetizers and members will order off the menu. See the newsletter 
for details. The amended club bylaws were published in the October newsletter and will be repeated in 
the November issue. A vote to adopt the bylaws will be done at the December meeting. Members were 
encouraged to review the amended bylaws and provide any comments prior to the December meeting. 
Speedway Motors will host Coffee and Cars October 31 at their Lincoln store.  
New Business- Nominations for the 2027 & 2028 club officers included Martin Bierman - President; 
Rob Kinsey - Vice-President, Jeff Brown - Treasurer; Joel Hutchins - Secretary; and Jack Sanford 
- Newsletter Editor.  Motion to approve the entire slate was made by John La Duke with second by 
Larry Dawes and the motion carried. We will vote on these nominations at the November meeting. 
Brag Box- Tom Woodman has completed the rebuild of one of his 1955 T-Bird doors.  
Joel Hutchins - has not used his cars in two months.  
Rob and Vicky Kinsey - attended Rob’s high school reunion.  
Larry Dawes and his son - cruised around Chalco with their black ’55 bird.  
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Mary Lou Bierman. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 

L to R – John, Tom, Joel, Vicki, Rob, Jack     Marty, Mary Lou, Jack, Gail, Larry, Niel, Jeff, John 
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TECH TALK  
By Martin Bierman 

 

                        “My heater won’t work” 
Question – A 1955 T-Bird owner says his heater won’t work. What is wrong and how can this be fixed? 
Answer - This is an interesting complaint since most T-Bird owners complain that their T-Birds are too 
hot and they don’t want more heat! However, this owner likes to drive his T-Bird in the Spring and Fall 
and sometimes needs heat on the colder days.   
     In order to understand what is wrong, we need to understand the heater system. The heater is 
controlled by vacuum from the top of the fuel pump, the same vacuum source as the wiper system. A 
black rubber vacuum hose runs from the engine area through the firewall to a metal tee that sends a 
vacuum hose to the wiper and another vacuum hose to the heater box under the dashboard. Inside the 
heater box is a valve #18502 (sometimes referred to as a “spider or grasshopper valve” due to its looks) 

which is connected to a cable #18518 that runs to the dash 
temperature lever on the dash 
heater controls. When the dash 
lever is moved to give more heat 
the valve in the heater box is 
opened to another vacuum hose 
that runs to a heater valve on the 
front of the intake manifold 
#18495. When vacuum reaches 

this valve it is opened and sends hot radiator fluid to the 
heater core via the heater hoses. The heater motor fan 
moves air over the heater core into the heater box and heats 
the passenger compartment.  
     In order to solve the no heat problem, one must check 
that all vacuum hoses are good and not cracked and leaking 

vacuum. Access to the heater box 
vacuum hoses and valve can be obtained 
by removing the screws that attach the 
plenum at the left side of the heater box and removing the plenum. Using a vacuum gauge, vacuum 
should be checked going into the heater box, coming out of the “spider valve” and at the heater valve on 
the intake manifold. Lack of vacuum prior to the “spider valve” would suggest a vacuum leak or plugged 
hose prior to the valve. Lack of vacuum in the hose exiting the “spider valve” would indicate a defective 
valve which is fairly common. If vacuum is present at the heater valve on the intake manifold but no heat 
is present then the valve is not opening and needs replacement. Sometimes this valve will also leak 
coolant or whistle like a tea kettle when it is defective. If the valve is stuck open heat would be present 

at all times and cannot be shut off by the temperature lever at the dash.   
     Inspect the cable from the temperature lever to the “spider valve” for proper movement and function and replace as 
needed. Also inspect the heater hoses and heater core for any plugging or leaks.  
     All the T-Bird vendors have vacuum line replacement kits, reproduction heater box valves, and heater valves at the 
intake manifold; the latter two valves can also be found on e-bay as new old stock parts. Classic Auto Supply Co., Inc. 
(CASCO) carries a kit to replace the vacuum valves and lines with a manual valve and cable which is easy to install and 
eliminates the vacuum system entirely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                     

2027 Dues are Due. 
See form on page 10. 
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Region 1 Convention  

June 3-6, 2027 - Albany New York  

Registration is Open! 
 

 

 

 

Dear CTCI member, 

 

Please join us for Cruisin' the Capital June 3-6, 2027 

 

Register by mail with downloadble/fillable pdf forms for members & non-members or 
Register online and we look forward to seeing you in 2027!  

 

The headquarters hotel is: 

Holiday Inn Express & Conference Center  

http://www.nebraskaland/
https://www.facebook.com/nebraskatbirds/
https://b9khwxcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014fe4DdmOmclmYPvDc8940BjIY1p_cs9suEUjJd0DoGFtbd8t2iL6gQUSWJ1mUJyhhAaZzlgFyZOg3REXDJRP0Af7LEIU9ehXVZHf3XMR_nWDFUKrB3-e5CT1QDFOe5JEIzZiy__r5DAM96wUU1qO7EDMciWgjGeCMgF18QXY1lR43BFaNHQYGQb-gaW6yCanlLuG6aINvZuzruD2PFWAHIEysQcEwDR52JrM9JmpK-CZz7ZNxeUNjg==&c=rB_Ajnij742l5OVSEiabpwYZNqFjZuOhLeh8-I8hE59TfFBSj7z8Uw==&ch=a9bNPyd0DLOpi9_Cb_pQ0XPkd8kaiTYkrX5d3ygpq0n9RWH0zMsQvw==
https://b9khwxcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014fe4DdmOmclmYPvDc8940BjIY1p_cs9suEUjJd0DoGFtbd8t2iL6gQUSWJ1mUJyhhAaZzlgFyZOg3REXDJRP0Af7LEIU9ehXVZHf3XMR_nWDFUKrB3-e5CT1QDFOe5JEIzZiy__r5DAM96wUU1qO7EDMciWgjGeCMgF18QXY1lR43BFaNHQYGQb-gaW6yCanlLuG6aINvZuzruD2PFWAHIEysQcEwDR5IRtc42CeiybCRkTO3jp5CA==&c=rB_Ajnij742l5OVSEiabpwYZNqFjZuOhLeh8-I8hE59TfFBSj7z8Uw==&ch=a9bNPyd0DLOpi9_Cb_pQ0XPkd8kaiTYkrX5d3ygpq0n9RWH0zMsQvw==
https://b9khwxcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014fe4DdmOmclmYPvDc8940BjIY1p_cs9suEUjJd0DoGFtbd8t2iL6gQUSWJ1mUJyhmll0miNaliMJlaW-LyoxoWjOX2eb5tGRY7iqX_1EgNims7e5_bKSvwaaS2D2AiiXq-GlPla2rUn_7ho5lnX0vRKyoTAff4hPdmJQIbvORiHq9bnRDTo2HcPfSzmaEcQQW3nhDNJ1BwI1JWRIUjwmSeimtWF7Br6gsRuFkfzVC_c=&c=rB_Ajnij742l5OVSEiabpwYZNqFjZuOhLeh8-I8hE59TfFBSj7z8Uw==&ch=a9bNPyd0DLOpi9_Cb_pQ0XPkd8kaiTYkrX5d3ygpq0n9RWH0zMsQvw==
https://b9khwxcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014fe4DdmOmclmYPvDc8940BjIY1p_cs9suEUjJd0DoGFtbd8t2iL6gQUSWJ1mUJyhriu8o7fELjZzheaU04gmsfyL38gP98lm8-GSij0bQPYI0bxOMfKf2EgLm_Fyg23INU3ExVArJ-6d6NXBMWm4r3pXOzcHhHzF0hdZxfPBakOH_Hw3yoW7wA==&c=rB_Ajnij742l5OVSEiabpwYZNqFjZuOhLeh8-I8hE59TfFBSj7z8Uw==&ch=a9bNPyd0DLOpi9_Cb_pQ0XPkd8kaiTYkrX5d3ygpq0n9RWH0zMsQvw==
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400 Old Loudon Road, Latham NY 12110 

Phone: (518) 783-6161 Room Block code: CTC 

Hotel registration online: https://bit.ly/4k3hOtB 

The hotel is just minutes from the ALB airport and offers free shuttle service. 

 

Watch for updates and additional information in the Early Bird and on the CTCI.org website: 
https://www.ctci.org/2027-ctci-convention/ 

 

The hotel is located 15 mins from downtown Albany, 20 minutes from historical Saratoga 
Springs, 45 mins to Lake George and 30 mins from Bennington VT. Take a driving tour, bus 
tour or adventure on your own across the glorious Upstate NY Region and enjoy Cruisin' the 
Capital!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

http://www.nebraskaland/
https://www.facebook.com/nebraskatbirds/
tel:5187836161
https://bit.ly/4k3hOtB
https://b9khwxcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014fe4DdmOmclmYPvDc8940BjIY1p_cs9suEUjJd0DoGFtbd8t2iL6gQUSWJ1mUJyhriu8o7fELjZzheaU04gmsfyL38gP98lm8-GSij0bQPYI0bxOMfKf2EgLm_Fyg23INU3ExVArJ-6d6NXBMWm4r3pXOzcHhHzF0hdZxfPBakPFsh2zFOkbdg==&c=rB_Ajnij742l5OVSEiabpwYZNqFjZuOhLeh8-I8hE59TfFBSj7z8Uw==&ch=a9bNPyd0DLOpi9_Cb_pQ0XPkd8kaiTYkrX5d3ygpq0n9RWH0zMsQvw==
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Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club By-Laws 
 

The bylaws state that amendments shall be announced in the monthly newsletter at least one month before the December voting 
meeting. Both the old and new bylaws are depicted here for your review.  
 
Changes in red – October 1, 2026 
The original 1982 bylaws in purple (O).  
 
   
Article I – Name 

A. The name of the organization is Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club, hereinafter referred to as N.T. 

O. The name of the club is Nebraskaland Thunderbirds, hereinafter referred to as N.T. 

 
Article II - Address 

A. The principle address for the transaction of business of N.T. is here in fixed at  

825 South 206th Avenue, Elkhorn, NE 68022. 
O. The principle address for the transaction of business of N.T. is herein fixed at 7922Himebaugh Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska 
68134. 
 

Article III – Purpose 
A. To operate and maintain an organization to encourage and promote the admiration and ownership, restoration and 

preservation, of the Ford Thunderbird automobile.  

O. To operate and maintain an organization to encourage and promote the admiration and ownership, restoration and 
preservation, of the *Classic Thunderbird* defined herein as a two-passenger 1955, 1956, or 1957 Ford Thunderbird 
automobile.  

B. To serve as a medium for the exchange of ideas, information, and parts for admirers and owners of the Ford 

Thunderbird automobile, and to aid them in restoring and preserving these automobiles in their original likeness. 

O. To serve as a medium for the exchange of ideas, information, and parts for admirers and owners of the Classic 
Thunderbirds, and to aid them in restoring and preserving these automobiles in their original likeness.  
C. To provide an organization as a basis for a local social club by the promotion of good fellowship, and to participate in 

activities including the use of their Thunderbird automobile. 

O. To provide an organization as a basis for a local social club by the promotion of good fellowship, and to participate in 

activities including the use of their Classic Thunderbirds.  

D. To unite and organize all admirers and owners of the Thunderbird automobile who are interested in restoring and 
maintaining their automobiles in a manner that will promote admiration and respect.  

O. To unite and organize all admirers and owners of the Classic Thunderbirds who are interested in restoring and 

maintaining their automobiles in a manner that will promote admiration and respect.  

E. To further the interests of owners and drivers of Thunderbird automobiles, and to promote the safety and enjoyment 

of motoring in all phases.  

O. To further the interests of owners and drivers of Classic Thunderbirds, and to promote the safety and enjoyment of 
motoring in all phases.   
F. To engage in any other legal activity related to that described above from time to time authorized or approved by the 

members of the club. (no changes) 

 
Article IV – Membership 

A. Membership shall be open to all persons who are interested in the purposes of this club. (no changes) 

B. No member shall obtain pecuniary gain from this organization. (no changes) 
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C. General membership in N.T. shall run from January 1 to December 31 of each year. Membership dues for the forthcoming 

year shall be due in November and delinquent on the first of January of the following year. Failure to pay the dues will 

result in being dropped from the forthcoming year’s roster and removed from the monthly newsletter mailing list.  

O. General membership in N.T. shall run from January 1 to December 31 of each year. Membership dues for the forthcoming 

year shall be due December 1 of each year. Nonpayment of dues by December 31st results in automatic termination of 

membership. The terminated member will be dropped from the roll on January 1 of the following year.     

D. Definition of Membership. Membership consists of up to two adults and their children who are under 18 years of age. 

Voting privileges are limited to the two adults whose names are listed on the membership form.  

O. Membership shall include both the husband and wife of a household. 

E. Membership is not transferable or assignable. (No change) 
F. The Club Officers, (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor, hereinafter referred to as 

Officers) may recommend rejection of the application for membership of any person, and the expulsion of any 

member when that person’s association with N.T. is not considered to be in the best interests of the club. Any such 

recommendation shall be approved by the general membership, by secret ballot. The voting procedure to implement 

this subparagraph shall be that as delineated in Article VIII, Amendments, except as otherwise specifically provided in 

this subparagraph.  

O. The Board of Directors may recommend rejection of the application for membership of any person, and the expulsion 
of any member when that person’s association with N.T. is not considered to be in the interests of the club. Any such 
recommendation shall be approved by the general membership, by secret ballot. The voting procedure to implement this 
subparagraph shall be that as delineated in Article VIII. Changes or Amendments to By-Laws, except as otherwise 
specifically provided in this subparagraph.    

 
Article V – Elections 

A. An election will be held in November of each year. The names of members nominated for offices at the October 

meeting will appear on the election ballot. Members nominated for office after the close of the October meeting, and 

prior to the taking of the vote at the November meeting, shall not appear by name on the election ballot, but may be voted 

upon by write-in vote only.   

O. An annual election will be held in November of each year. Nominations of candidate persons whose names will appear on 

the election ballot shall be made and accepted only at the October meeting of the club. Late candidacies for office arising 

after the close of the October meeting, and prior to the taking of the vote at the November meeting, shall not appear by 

name of the election ballot, but may be voted upon by write-in vote only. 

B. Any member personally present at the October meeting may place his or her name in nomination for a particular office or 

have his or her name placed in nomination by another member, provided that at the latter event the nominee agrees to 

serve. A member not personally present at the October meeting may place, or have placed, his/her name in nomination for 

a particular office or offices provided a written letter of consent to serve in a particular office, is received by the President 

or Secretary or before the close of the October meeting.  

O. Any member personally present at the October meeting may place his or her name in nomination for a particular office or 

have his or her name placed in nomination by another member, provided that in the latter event the nominee agrees to 

serve, if elected, in the office for which nomination is made. A member not personally present at the October meeting may 

place, or have placed, his/her name in nomination for a particular office or offices provided a written letter of consent to 

serve in a particular office, if elected, is received by the President or Secretary on or before the close of the October 

meeting.  

 
C. A write-in vote shall not be valid unless the write-in nominee shall have consented in advance of the election to serve, if 

elected, in a particular office so designated by the write-in candidate. If the write-in candidate shall not be personally 

present at the November election meeting, said designation of office and consents required by this subsection shall be in 

writing and delivered to the President or Secretary prior to the counting of the ballots. (no change) 
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D. After nominations are closed by the President at the October meeting, the President will preside over and administer the 

November election.   

O. After nominations are closed by the President at the October meeting, the President shall appoint an election 

commissioner to preside over and administer the November election. The election commissioner shall not be a 

candidate for any office in the election to be had.   

E. Absentee ballots may be mailed to the current President or Secretary prior to the election in November. Absentee ballots 

will be secret ballots and not opened or recorded until the counting of ballots during the November meeting. No voting by 

proxy will be permitted. (no changes) 

F. Election of officers shall be by secret ballot and will be by simple majority vote of the proper ballots cast. The President, in 

the case of an office having only one candidate, may declare the office filled by the candidate without a secret ballot.   

O.  Election of officers shall be by secret ballot and will be by simple majority vote of the proper ballots cast.  

G. All elected candidates must be asked if they accept the office and answer in the affirmative for the office to be filled. (new) 

 
     Article VI – Officers 

A. The administration and management of N.T. is hereby vested in the current officers of the club. (no change) 

B. The officers of the club shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Newsletter Editor.  

O. The officers of the club shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 

C. The term of office shall be two years January 1 through December 31. 

O. The term of office shall be two years January 1 to December 31 of each year.  

 
D. Any vacancy in any office occurring before the expiration of the term shall be filled by a majority vote of the Officers, 

with the exception that a vacancy in the office of President shall be filled by the existing Vice-President, in which case 

the Officers shall then proceed to appoint a new Vice-President to serve out the remainder of the term of the former 

Vice-President.  

O. Any vacancy in any office occurring before the expiration of the term in that office shall be filled by a majority vote of the 

Board of Directors, with the exception that a vacancy in the office of President shall be filled by the existing Vice-

President, in which case the Board of Directors shall then proceed to appoint a new Vice-President to serve out the 

remainder of the term of the former Vice-President.  

 
E. Members elected to hold the offices of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor must be 

members in good standing in N.T. 

O. Members elected to hold the offices of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Advisory Council 

Representative shall be members in good standing in Classic Thunderbird Club International and N.T. 

 
F. Omit 

O. It is not necessary for members in good standing with C.T.C.I. to hold the offices of Activities Director and Newsletter 

Editor. 

F. The President shall conduct all social and business meetings of the Club and shall be authorized to establish committees 
as he/she deems necessary for the betterment of N.T. Consent must be given by a majority of the Officers for any amount 
to be spent more than fifty dollars ($50.00). 

O. The President shall conduct all social and business meetings of the club, and shall be authorized to establish 

committees as he/she deems necessary for the betterment of N.T. Consent must be given by a majority of the board of 

Directors for any amount to be spent in excess of thirty dollars ($30.00). 

G. The Vice-President shall conduct all meetings in the absence of the President. With the absence of both President and 

Vice-President, any Officer may preside over the meeting. 

O.  The Vice-President shall conduct all meetings in the absence of the President.   
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H. The Secretary shall record the minutes at all meetings. The Secretary shall deliver the minutes to the Newsletter 

Editor prior to the next month’s published Newsletter. The Secretary must keep active files on members and all other 

pertinent information pertaining to the club. Omit this paragraph and move it to Treasurer’s duties. 

O. The Secretary shall record the minutes at all meetings. Th Secretary shall read aloud the minutes of the previous 

meetings and must keep active files on members and all other pertinent information pertaining to the club. Current 

membership rosters must be published no later than March 30 of each year.  

I. The Treasurer shall be responsible for all monies collected and disbursed by N.T., which said funds shall be deposited 

in a bank or savings and loan account under the name of Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club. The bank shall be 

designated by the current officers. The signature of the President and treasurer shall be on record at the chosen 

institution of N.T. The treasurer will submit a report each month to the club. Current membership rosters must be 

published no later than March 30 of each year.   

O. The Treasurer shall be responsible for all monies collected and disbursed by N.T., which said funds shall be deposited in 

a bank or savings and loan account under the name of Nebraskaland Thunderbirds. The bank shall be designated by the 

current officers. The signature of the President and Treasurer shall be on record at the chosen institution of N.T. The 

Treasurer shall be in charge of collecting all assessments at any event and be responsible for collection all membership 

dues. The treasurer will submit a report each month to the club and render an annual accounting and report of all 

financial transactions to the club.  

J. The Newsletter Editor shall have full responsibility for composing, editing, publishing, and emailing of all newsletters 

and or special notices of bulletins of N.T. Omit final paragraph. 

O. The Newsletter Editor shall have full responsibility for composing, editing, publishing, and mailing of all newsletters 

and/or special notices or bulletins of N.T. He/she will mail a copy of the newsletter to local area Thunderbird clubs 

when special events are upcoming.   

K. The Officers have full responsibility for coordination the plans and ideas for all special events and activities. Any club 

member in good standing may suggest an activity for participation by the club, and after the affirmative vote of a 

majority of the members present and voting at a club meeting, the Officers shall be responsible for carrying out the 

plans for such events or activities. They have permission to call on any member in good standing for assistance in 

making preparations for said events or activities.   

O. The Activities Director has full responsibility for coordination the plans and ideas for all special events and activities. 

Any club member in good standing may suggest an activity for participation by the club, and after the affirmative vote 

of a majority of the members present and voting at a club meeting, the Activities Director shall be responsible for 

carrying out the plans for such events or activities. They have permission to call on any member in good standing for 

assistance in making preparations for said events or activities.   

L. Omit entire paragraph. 

O. The Advisory Council Representative shall at the direction of the President be responsible for correspondence with the 

national offices of Classic Thunderbird Club International, as well as with the Advisory Councils and/or representatives 

of other c.t.c.i. chapters. The Advisory Council Representative shall report all pertinent information to the President 

and Newsletter Editor for publication in the newsletter.  

M. Omit entire paragraph. 

O. Elected officers shall be limited to serving not more than two (2) consecutive years in any one office.  

Article VII – Meeting of Members 
A. There shall be a monthly meeting of the N.T. club on the third Thursday of each month, except January and February, unless 

a meeting date is changed by the Officers. This regular monthly meeting will be held regardless of whether an event or 

activity is held during the same month. The meeting place shall be determined by the Officers. Omit following paragraph. 

O.  There shall be a monthly meeting of the N.T. club on the second Friday of each month, unless the meeting date be 
changed by the Board of Directors. This regular monthly meeting will be held regardless of whether or not an event or 
activity is held during the same month. The meeting place shall be determined by the general membership by vote, 
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utilizing that part of the voting procedure specified in Article VIII which is consistent with the intentions of this 
subparagraph.  

B. Written notices of events and meetings shall be included in the monthly newsletters. (no change) 

C. Meetings and/or events can be altered by the Officers.  

O. Meetings and /or events can be altered by the Board of Directors.  

 
Article VIII – Amendments 

A. These bylaws may be amended from time to time. Amendments can be proposed by any member in good standing. All such 

amendments shall be reduced to writing and be delivered to the President or Secretary of the club for inspection, reading, 

and discussion at a regularly scheduled club meeting held at least one month prior to the regularly scheduled club meeting 

at which the vote on the amendment shall be taken. Notice of the proposed the bylaws shall be announced in the monthly 

newsletter preceding the meeting at which the vote on the bylaw shall be taken. The vote shall not be taken unless the 

emailing of the monthly newsletter precedes the meeting scheduled for the vote by at least seven (7) days. Affirmative vote 

of two-thirds of the members in good standing present and voting is required to amend a bylaw. No absentee ballots shall 

be allowed.  

O. These By-Laws may be changed or amended from time to time. Changes or amendments can be proposed by any 

member in good standing. All such changes or amendments shall be reduced to writing and be delivered to the 

President or Secretary of the club for inspection, reading, and discussion at a regularly scheduled club meeting held at 

least one month prior to the regularly scheduled club meeting at which the vote on the By-Law change or amendment 

shall be taken. Notice of the proposed change in the By-Law shall be announced in the monthly newsletter preceding 

the meeting at which the vote on the By-Law shall change or amendment shall be taken. The vote shall not be taken 

unless the mailing of the monthly newsletter precedes the meeting scheduled for the vote by at least seven (7) days. 

It shall take the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members in good standing personally present and voting to 

amend or change a By-Law. No absentee ballots shall be allowed.  

 
 
Dated this ________day of _____________, 202_. 
 
                                                                                                                   _______________________________ 
                                                                                                                           President 
 
                                                                                                                   _________________________________ 
                                                                                                                           Secretary 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2027 Membership dues - $15.00 
 
Names(s)__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Town_________________________________________State______________Zip____________  
 
Phone Numbers: Home____________________Cell____________________Work______________ 
 
Email(s)_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Please send this form and check for membership dues payable to Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club  
care of Jeff Brown, Treasurer, 7225 South 103 Street, LaVista, NE 68128 
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Ford Thunderbird (seventh 
generation) 
The seventh generation of the Ford Thunderbird is a 
personal luxury car that was built by Ford from the 1977 to the 
1979 model years. In a key marketing shift for the model range, 
Ford repackaged the Thunderbird from a full-size car to an 
intermediate car and ceded its full-size luxury coupe status to the 
Ford LTD Landau coupe. Rather than being the traditional Ford 

counterpart of the Continental Mark V, the Thunderbird would share the chassis with the Mercury 
Cougar and the Ford LTD II before the Ford Fox platform version was introduced for 1980. 

The squarer, sharper styling was popular, as this generation became the bestselling in the history of 
the Ford Thunderbird. Helped by a US$2,700 drop in price from 1976, over 318,000 were sold in 
1977 and 352,000 in 1978 (the best single sales year in Thunderbird history), followed by 295,000 in 
1979. The styling of its unique wrap over roofline would carry over in smaller versions of Ford 
automobiles such as the 1978–1983 Ford Fairmont Futura and the Mercury Zephyr Z-7 coupes which 
were originally designed as Fairmont-based downsized Thunderbird proposals. 

Development and production history 

Thunderbird         1977                                           Thunderbird 1978 

Since Lincoln reintroduced the Continental Mark series in 1969, it had shared common engineering 
and underpinnings with Thunderbird. During the 1970s, this led to the latter car becoming heavy and 
expensive in comparison to competition from Chrysler and General Motors. For the 1977 model year, 
as both cars were redesigned, the Thunderbird was split from the Continental Mark V. As the Ford 
LTD II replaced the Torino, the Thunderbird replaced the Elite. Alongside the Mercury Cougar XR7, 
the Thunderbird became more competitive in the bestselling reasonably priced intermediate personal 
luxury car market against the Chrysler Cordoba/300, Dodge Charger/Magnum XE and the General 
Motors A-body quartet of the Buick Regal, Chevrolet Monte Carlo, Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme and 
Pontiac Grand Prix. 

1979 Ford Thunderbird1979 Ford Thunderbird 

Although not as deliberate a downsizing as what was to come to future Ford cars, the 1977 
Thunderbird was shorter than its predecessor, shedding nearly 10 inches (254 mm) of length and 
900 lb. (408 kg) of weight; height and width remained essentially unchanged. The 1977 Thunderbird 
was created on the existing intermediate car platform by recycling a select mix of body, interior and 
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trim parts from the previous year's Ford Elite, Mercury Montego and Mercury Cougar combined with 
all new styling from the doors back to create a dramatic new Thunderbird look. The Thunderbird was 
distinguished from the LTD II and Cougar 2-door models by its unique wrap-over "basket handle" 
roofline with opera windows and large rear side quarter windows separated from the rear window by 
thin C-pillars. Headlamps hidden with retractable covers and full-width dropped center taillamps made 
a comeback from the late 1960s. As such being based on the intermediate Ford platform, a wider 
range of powertrains were now available. The base engine was 302 cu in (4.9 L) Windsor V8 (130 
hp), while the larger 351 cu in (5.8 L) 351M (149 hp) and 400 cu in (6.6 L) 335 (173 hp) along with T-
tops were available as options along with the 351W. In California, the 302 was not available. Although 
the smaller engines had lower output than the previous generation's 460 V8, the lighter weight did 
compensate towards overall performance; the 400 was dropped in 1979 with the introduction of 
CAFE requirements. 

1978 Diamond Jubilee Edition 

In 1978, Ford offered the "Diamond Jubilee Edition" Thunderbird to commemorate the company's 
75th year as an auto manufacturer. This option package escalated the price of the car to almost 
US$12,000 ($59,235 in 2025 dollars ), virtually doubling the base price; it included every option 
except a moonroof and an engine block heater. It was originally available in only two colors—
Diamond Jubilee exclusive "diamond blue" metallic, or "standard issue" ember metallic—both with 
matching velour cloth seats with a "biscuit" design. Later in production, Ford offered leather as an 
option and offered white as an exterior color with blue or white trim and interior. This option was 
available on the Continental Mark V as well for the much more substantial cost of US$23,000 
($113,533 in 2025 dollars). 

In 1979, a similar option package was available named "Heritage". It included basically the same 
optional equipment, still with only two-color options available: maroon or light medium blue. The 
Heritage option remained available for the next two generations of the car. All Thunderbirds received 
a new grille pattern and revised taillamps for the last model year of this generation. 

Production totals 

Year Production 

1977 318,140  

1978 352,751 

1979 284,141 

Total 955,032 

2026 Calendar of Events 
 

November 21 – Friendsgiving Dinner – Sean O’Casey’s Pub - Save the Date – Details will be in the October Newsletter  

December 17 – 6:00 pm – Business Meeting Track Side Bar & Grill – 13901 Guildford 7, Waverly, NE  
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Friendsgiving Dinner – Sean O’Casey’s Pub 
November 21, 2026  

6:00 PM - Meet and greet – 6:30 PM - Dinner 
Sean O’Casey’s is an Irish Pub with a suitable party room. There is a bar, very handy to the party 
room for those who would like to wet their whistle. The President will conduct a short business 
meeting and a slide show depicting the Club’s events from the past will be shown. This year we will 
be ordering from the menu and paying by individual check. The Club is furnishing the Starters. The 
Pub’s menu is varied and the prices are reasonable. The menu is shown below. I have eaten there 
several times and found their Saturday Special as the best deal. The manager wrote the special in so 
we could take advantage of it. He also didn’t expect any price change before our dinner. Don’t forget 
we will be collecting gift card for the Lincoln Children’s Home at the dinner.     

    We are asking for a head count, so please RSVP 
to Jack at 402-578-3743 or jesanford@cox.net. 
The cut-off date is November 19, 2026. 

2523 So. 140th St 
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October 4th Joint Meeting at the Steffens’ 
This farm is just east of Wiota, IA. It was a beautiful day for Renea’s delicious lunch. Bob drove his 
yellow retro ‘Bird, and I drove my gray ’56; all the rest of the T-Birds belong to Scott and Renea. The 
grounds around the house and garages were well groomed, and Scott told me he farms the surrounding 
land. The building we had lunch in was part of a 150-foot Quonset. He had partitioned 40 feet off for a 
shop, with a lift, which you can see in some of the pictures. I especially liked all the yard art made from 
retired farm machinery. Scott did say he had more T-Birds in other garages on the property. He also had 
a cemented area in a gully where he kept part cars. Everyone had a good time enjoying the day. 
Attending from the Hawkeye Club: Bob & Diane Young*, Jim & Kathy Ferris, Burt & Sue 
VanderSchel, Gary & Marsha Hash*. From the Nebraskaland Club: Marty & Mary Lou Bierman*, 
Larry & Gail Dawes, Jack Sanford*. Hosts Scott and Renea Steffens*. 
* Member of both clubs.     
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Member Birthdays 

November 
 Dick Heinke – 10 

Nancy Schlessinger - 26 

 If you want to be recognized, 

please send your birthdate to 

jesanford@cox.net. et.  

 

Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club 

President                Martin Bierman     – 402-289-4516 

Vice President       Rob Kinsey               - 402-434-9053  

Treasurer               Jeff Brown                - 402-572-1995 

Secretary               Mary Lou Bierman – 402-289-4516 

CTCI Rep                 Martin Bierman      - 402-289-4516 

Newsletter             Jack Sanford            - 402-578-3743 

Historian                Bob McGowan         - 402-334-2593 

Social Media          John La Duke           - 701-330-7908 

Sponsor                  Lee Sapp Ford          - 402-944-3367 

 “ThunderWords” is the official publication of the  

  Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club. Chapter 65 of Classic  

  Thunderbird Club International. Annual dues are $15, 

  Payable to Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club, care of Jeff 

  Brown, Treasurer, 7225 S. 103rd Street, LaVista, NE  

  68128.                          

This year, Thanksgiving Day falls on Thursday, November 26, 2026, in the United States. In 1863, 

amid the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln called the nation to observe Thanksgiving with 
gratitude, repentance, and prayer for those who were suffering. 

The true meaning of Thanksgiving focuses upon relationship. Thanksgiving is a relationship between 
God and man. Upon their arrival at New Plymouth, the Pilgrims composed the Mayflower Compact, 

which honored God. Thanksgiving begins with acknowledging God as faithful, earnestly giving Him 
thanks, in advance, for His abundant blessings. 
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